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Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solomon
One in an ongoing series of esteemed and popular Bible commentary volumes based on the
New International Version text.

Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs
These books of the Bible, despite their differences, all treat the phenomenon of what it means
to live wisely before God. In this readable commentary, Ellen Davis points out that the writers
of these books considered wisdom--and the fruits of wisdom, a well-ordered life and a peaceful
mind--to be within the grasp of anyone wholeheartedly desiring it. Books in the Westminster
Bible Companion series assist laity in their study of the Bible as a guide to Christian faith and
practice. Each volume explains the biblical book in its original historical context and explores
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its significance for faithful living today. These books are ideal for individual study and for Bible
study classes and groups.

The Poetry (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs)
Journey inside the pages of Scripture to meet a personal God who enters individual lives and
begins a creative work from the inside out. Shaped with the individual in mind, Immersion
encourages simultaneous engagement both with the Word of God and with the God of the
Word to become a new creation in Christ. Immersion, inspired by a fresh translation--the
Common English Bible--stands firmly on Scripture and helps readers explore the emotional,
spiritual, and intellectual needs of their personal faith. More importantly, they'll be able to
discover God's revelation through readings and reflections.

The Interpreter's Bible: Ecclesiastes. Song of songs. Isaiah. Jeremiah
Westminster John Knox Press is pleased to present the seventeen-volume Old Testament for
Everyone series. Internationally respected Old Testament scholar John Goldingay addresses
Scripture from Genesis to Malachi in such a way that even the most challenging passages are
explained simply and concisely. The series is perfect for daily devotions, group study, or
personal visits with the Bible. In this volume, Goldingay explores three books of the Old
Testament in the wisdom literature genre. These three books are all associated with Solomon
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and his wisdom, yet unlike other books, they do not mention the Torah, the exodus, or the
covenant. As Goldingay says, "The basis of their teaching is the way life actually works. They
look at life and reflect on experience and encourage people to live on the basis of how life
works." Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs for Everyone explores three practical,
down to earth, and hopeful books.

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon
Translated into clear and comprehensive English by a professor of English and scholar of the
Bible, Sacred Scrolls in Plain English presents a whole new and widely accessible
understanding of the short biblical books of Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, Proverbs, Ruth, and
Lamentations. These books are part of the ancient wisdom literature of the Bible, and contain
colorful and heartfelt stories of the past as well as advice and guidance for living.

Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs
Based on the Revised Standard Version -- Second Catholic Edition, this 15th volume in the
popular Bible study series leads readers through a penetrating study of the Books of Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon using the biblical text itself and the Church's own guidelines
for understanding the Bible. Ample notes accompany each page, providing fresh insights and
commentary by renowned Bible teachers Scott Hahn and Curtis Mitch, as well as time-tested
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interpretations from the Fathers of the Church. They provide rich historical, cultural,
geographical or theological information pertinent to the Old Testament book - information that
bridges the distance between the biblical world and our own. The Ignatius Study Bible also
includes Topical Essays, Word Studies and Charts. The Topical Essays explore the major
themes of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon, often relating them to the teachings of
the Church. The Word Studies explain the background to important Bible terms, while the
Charts summarize crucial biblical information "at a glance". Each page includes an easy-to-use
Cross-Reference Section. Study Questions are provided for each chapter that can deepen
your personal study of God's Word. There is also an introductory essay covering questions of
authorship, date, destination, structure and themes. Also included is an outline of Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon as well as several maps.

Ecclesiastes
Unlike most Old Testament books, the Wisdom Books don't relate scenes from Israel's history.
Instead, these sayings, songs, and poems show us how to understand and deal with everyday
problems through the lens of faith. From the suffering of Job, to the pragmatic proverbs, to the
vanity of all things and the intimate love of God, these books spiritually nourish and instruct
God's people how to live well and in accord with one another and all creation. Guided by the
Spirit, all can learn to know, love, and fear the Lord. Part of the Liguori Catholic Bible Study, a
series of 21 books introducing each book of the Bible, providing insight into the sacred words
of antiquity and inviting you to discover the living Word and its impact on our daily lives. The
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narrative, study questions, reflections, key notes, prayers, and an introduction to the spiritual
practice of lectio divina will deepen your understanding of Scripture.

Wisdom Books
The short books of Ruth, Esther, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs and Lamentations contain both
interest and difficulty disproportionate to their size. Two of them are stories set in the wider
framework of Biblical history; one is a puzzling book of wisdom; one is a love poem; one is a
national lament. Some of them have been the subjects of fierce debate as to whether they
should be included in the Bible at all! Each of these five books has profound pastoral
implications, however. They take us into a world of intense joy and massive grief. Using story,
poetry, proverb, dirge and lament, they run the whole gamut of human emotion. Each has its
own distinctive style and emphasis and, as part of the canon of Scripture, each of these five
books ultimately bear witness in some way to the gospel message.

The Books of Ruth, Esther, Ecclesiastes, The Song of Songs, Lamentations: The
Five Scrolls
Many today find the Old Testament a closed book. The cultural issues seem insurmountable
and we are easily baffled by that which seems obscure. Furthermore, without knowledge of the
ancient culture we can easily impose our own culture on the text, potentially distorting it. This
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series invites you to enter the Old Testament with a company of guides, experts that will give
new insights into these cherished writings. Features include • Over 2000 photographs,
drawings, maps, diagrams and charts provide a visual feast that breathes fresh life into the
text. • Passage-by-passage commentary presents archaeological findings, historical
explanations, geographic insights, notes on manners and customs, and more. • Analysis into
the literature of the ancient Near East will open your eyes to new depths of understanding both
familiar and unfamiliar passages. • Written by an international team of 30 specialists, all top
scholars in background studies.

Commentary on the Song of Songs and Ecclesiastes
The Understanding the Bible Commentary Series helps any reader navigate the strange and
sometimes intimidating literary terrain of the Bible. These accessible volumes break down the
barriers between the ancient and modern worlds so that the power and meaning of the biblical
texts become transparent to contemporary readers. The contributors tackle the task of
interpretation using the full range of critical methodologies and practices, yet they do so as
people of faith who hold the text in the highest regard. Pastors, teachers, and lay people alike
will cherish the easily understandable truth found in this commentary series.

Life-study of Proverbs, Life-study of Ecclesiastes, and Life-study of Song of
Songs
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The five Old Testament books dealt with in this volume of the Commentary occupied a special
place in Hebrew tradition as selected readings for major festivals and were accordingly brought
together in Hebrew manuscripts to form a group of five scrolls. The books of The Five Scrolls
vary greatly; debate about their holiness and authority is recorded from the second century AD
onwards, and they pose many problems of interpretation today.

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs
Editor J. Robert Wright presents commentary on Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and the Song of
Solomon, showcasing response by the early church fathers to what they judged to be the finest
wisdom about the deeper issues of life prior to the time of God's taking human form in Jesus
Christ.

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs for Everyone
What does the Bible say? What does it mean? How does it relate to my life? Genesis to
Revelation, a comprehensive, verse-by-verse, book-by-book study of the Bible, will strengthen
your understanding and appreciation of the Scripture by helping you engage on these three
levels. Newly revised, these Abingdon classics are based on the NIV translation and are
presented in an easy-to-read format. Each of the volumes includes thirteen sessions and a
separate Leader Guide. Study the entire Books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs
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in this comprehensive study beginning with a look at the springs of life in Proverbs and ending
with Song of Songs' declaration that love is as strong as death. Some of the major ideas
explored in this study are: the cost of getting involved, joy unlimited, the constancy of
friendship, time to love and to hate, and the old and the new. The meaning of the selected
passages is made clear by considering such aspects as ancient customs, locations of places,
and the meanings of words. The simple format makes the study easy to use. Includes maps
and glossary with key pronunciation helps.

Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs (Teach the Text Commentary Series)
Ruth, Esther, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, and Lamentations
This comprehensive 13-session, verse-by-verse, book-by-book study of the Bible uses a threedimensional approach. Each 13-session volume is based on the NIV translation.1.The study
book helps students answer the question, "What does the Bible say?"2.The meaning of the
passage is made clear by considering such aspects as ancient customs, locations of places,
and the meanings of words3.Students connect the meaning of the Scripture with their own
lives.Study Books. Order one for each class member and leader.Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and
Song of Solomon
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Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon
The Teach the Text Commentary Series utilizes the best of biblical scholarship to provide the
information a pastor needs to communicate the text effectively. The carefully selected
preaching units and focused commentary allow pastors to quickly grasp the big idea and key
themes of each passage of Scripture. Each unit of the commentary includes the big idea and
key themes of the passage and sections dedicated to understanding, teaching, and illustrating
the text.

Ecclesiastes & the Song of Songs
The publication of the King James version of the Bible, translated between 1603 and 1611,
coincided with an extraordinary flowering of English literature and is universally acknowledged
as the greatest influence on English-language literature in history. Now, world-class literary
writers introduce the book of the King James Bible in a series of beautifully designed, smallformat volumes. The introducers' passionate, provocative, and personal engagements with the
spirituality and the language of the text make the Bible come alive as a stunning work of
literature and remind us of its overwhelming contemporary relevance.

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs (Understanding the Bible Commentary
Series)
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Peculiar Treasures
This Bible Study has 10 Lessons Proven resources for deeper exploration of scripture, Living
Word Bible Studies provide effective guidance for groups and individuals alike. Each lesson
includes questions for five days, plus helpful context and commentary, to lead to everincreasing satisfaction, discernment, and delight in God's Word. Ecclesiastes and Song of
Songs explores two beautiful Old Testament poetic books that answer two of life's deepest
questions: "What is the meaning of life?" and "What is love?" This new edition features a fresh
cover and interior design, printed with a special lay-flat binding. The text is unchanged.

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs
The Bible is both a divine and a human book. It is the inspired word of God for his people,
whether in biblical times or for the church today. It is also a fully human book, written by
different people in a variety of cultural settings. Knowledge of biblical language and society is
essential if the meaning of the human writer is to be grasped fully. The Apollos Old Testament
Commentary aims to take with equal seriousness the divine and human aspects of Seripture. It
expounds the books of the Old Testament in a scholarly manner accessible to non-experts,
and shows the relevance of the Old Testament to modern readers. Written by an international
team of scholars, the commentaries are intended primarily to serve the needs of those who
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preach from the Old Testament. They are equally suitable for use by scholars and all serious
students of the Bible. Each commentary begins with an Introduction, which gives an overview
of the issues of date, authorship, sources and so on, but which also ourlines more fully than
usual the theology of the book, and provides pointers towards its interpretation and
contemporary application. The annotated Translation of the Hebrew text by the author forms
the basis for the subsequent commentary. The Form and Structure section examines the
context of the passage, its use of therorical devices, and source and form-critical issues. The
Comment Section is a thorough, detailed exegesis of the historical and theological meaning of
the passage. The Explanation - the goal of the commentary - offers a full exposition of the
theological message within the framework of biblical theology, and a commitment to the
inspiration and authority of the Old Testament For Daniel Fredericks, allowing the thematic
words and phrases of Ecclesiastes to speak with their Hebrew voices demonstrates its affinity
with the breadth of Old Testament legal, poetic, wisdom and prophetic writings as well as the
teachings of Christ and the apostles. Ecclesiastes is found in the canon of Scripture because it
plays a significant role in a cumulative theology of the Old and New Testaments. The beautiful
and mysterious lyrics of The Song of Songs have prompted a wide range of interpretations.
Daniel Estes reads the ancient song cycle in terms of its literary genre as Hebrew poetry, By
attending carefully to the literary features of the text, he seeks to remain sensitive to the
emotions that the poet desired to express and to reproduce in the reader. At the same time, be
endeavours to hear the echoes of the Song as they resonate within the larger context of the
biblical canon, and to suggest how its prominent theme of the nurture of intimacy can be
applied to life today. `This series rightly insists on rigorous scholarship but always in the
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service of the theology and message of the books of the Old Testament. Some outstanding
scholars are signed up for this series and I look forward very much to having these
commentaries on my shelves as they appear.` `At last! A commentary series that combines the
best of biblical scholarship with a passion for the message of the text. This series by the finest
evangelical scholars is designed for students and pastors who are serious about
understanding the Old Testament in its context and translating its message for the church in
the twenty-first century.` `What every preacher and student needs is a commentary which
makes positive use of the results of scholarly research while at the same time integrating them
sympathetically into a contemporary Christian theological worldview. Many series have set out
to achieve this, but few have succeeded. Now at last the Apollos series looks set to do so.`

Praying Through Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs
A Commentary in Twleve Volumes.

Genesis to Revelation: Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs Leader Guide
The Cornerstone Biblical Commentary provides students, pastors, and laypeople with up-todate, evangelical scholarship on the Old and New Testaments. It's designed to equip pastors
and Christian leaders with exegetical and theological knowledge to better understand and
apply God's Word by presenting the message of each passage as well as an overview of other
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issues surrounding the text. - Publisher.

Sacred Scrolls in Plain English
A Commentary in Twleve Volumes.

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs
A new commentary for today's world, The Story of God Bible Commentary explains and
illuminates each passage of Scripture in light of the Bible's grand story. SGBC offers a clear
and compelling exposition of biblical texts, guiding everyday readers in how to creatively and
faithfully live out the Bible in their own contexts.

The Song of Songs
Kay Arthur, whose books in the New Inductive Study Series have sold more than 1.4 million
copies, joins Pete De Lacy in this look at three short, not-to-be-missed gems of the Old
Testament: Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and Lamentations. By learning and practicing the
techniques of observation, interpretation, and application, readers will discover for themselves
the signs of divine inspiration in these unique books and understand how to walk with God in
every season. Digging into Ecclesiastes, readers will wrestle with life’s apparent
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inconsistencies and futility and find clear pointers to the ultimate meaning of life. Exploring the
Song of Solomon, they will determine whether the message pertains mainly to the physical and
emotional bonds of marriage, to Israel’s relationship to God, to the church’s relationship to
Jesus, or to the individual believer’s relationship to Christ. In Lamentations, readers will see
the avoidable tragedies caused by sin and the never-ending covenant love of God.

Walking with God in Every Season
Song of Songs can seem daunting; how are we to interpret this poetry about intimate love?
Watchman Nee, however, believed it allegorical portrayed the love relationship between the
individual believer and the Lord, and he explores the principles needed to develop the spiritual
life so that we might have overwhelming joy in Him.

Song of Songs
The NIV Application Commentary Ecclesiastes/Song of Songs. Ecclesiastes and Song of
Songs have always presented particular challenges to their readers, especially if those readers
are seeking to understand them as part of Christian Scripture. Ecclesiastes regularly
challenges the reader as to grammar and syntax. The interpretation even of words which occur
frequently in the book is often unclear and a matter of dispute, partly because there is frequent
word-play in the course of the argument. The argument is itself complex and sometimes
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puzzling and has often provoked the charge of inconsistency or outright self-contradiction.
When considered in the larger context of the OT, Ecclesiastes stands out as an unusual book,
whose connection with the main stream of biblical tradition seems tenuous. We find ourselves
apparently reading about the meaninglessness of life and the certainty of death in a universe in
which God is certainly present but is distant and somewhat uninvolved. When considered in
the context of the NT, the dissonance between Ecclesiastes and its scriptural context seems
even greater; for if there is one thing that we do not find in this book, it is the joy of
resurrection. Perhaps this is one reason why Ecclesiastes is seldom read or preached on in
modern churches. The Song of Songs (also known as the Song of Solomon) has been read,
historically, by Christians, in two primary ways—as a text which concerns the love and sexual
intimacy of human beings and as a text which uses the language of human love and intimacy
to speak of something else—the relationship between Christ and the church. Christians have
often felt that they must choose between these options—that a text about human love and
sexual intimacy could not be at the same time a spiritual text. It is one of the challenges of
reading the Song to explore how far this is necessarily true and how far Christian readers have
been influenced in their reading more by Platonism and Gnosticism than by biblical thinking
about the nature of the human being and of human sexuality. Another challenge is to discover
whether the Song is really one “song” at all, or simply a haphazard collection of shorter poems
cast together because of their common theme of love; and still another is to gain clarity on
what, precisely, is the connection between the Song and Solomon. This commentary sets out
to wrestle honestly with all the challenges of reading these biblical books—the challenges of
reading the texts in themselves, and the challenges of reading them as intrinsic parts of
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Christian Scripture. Using the standard structure of the NIVAC series, it explores their “original
meaning,” the “bridging contexts” that enable their journey to the present, and their
“contemporary significance.” In the course of the exploration, these books are seen to be
deeply relevant in what they have to say both to the contemporary church and the
contemporary culture.

Beyond Words
One Abingdon's most beloved studies of the Bible has been updated!

The Interpreter's Bible: Ecclesiastes. Song of songs. Isaiah. Jeremiah
In this second book of his popular lexical trilogy, Frederick Buechner profiles more than 125 of
the Bible's most holy and profane people -- and one whale. In his lively and witty prose,
Buechner brings to life such moments from scripture as: Adam's pangs of regret for a
remembered Eden Delilah's last glimpse of Samson as they dragged him away Lazarus's first
impressions upon rising from the dead To read Peculiar Treasures is to realize that many of
these legendary figures are not who we thought they were. But they are -- in their human
dreams,ambitions, and imperfections -- very much like us.

Genesis to Revelation: Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs Participant Book
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"Qohelet (Ecclesiastes). The two books slipped into the Jewish--and eventually
Christian--Canon by a series of misrepresentations. The first, Song of Songs, is linguistically
the latest book along the Biblical Hebrew dialect continuum, perhaps as late as 300-100 BC to
judge by its language, which closely resembles Mishnaic Hebrew (2nd Cent. AD). The book is
a lush, carnal poetic account of an illicit love affair, where lusty exchanges between the female
beloved and her male lover are interspersed with rustic love songs. The ultimate provenance of
the text may be older than the time it was recruited into the Canon, or the time suggested by its
late dialect.The second book, Qohelet, is linguistically earlier on the Biblical Hebrew dialect
continuum, though still following the return from the Babylonian exile (ca. 550 BC). Unlike Song
of Songs, which is linguistically coherent and bears all the marks of having been produced by a
native speaker (or speakers), Qohelet is replete with non-native lexical and grammatical
usage, and was most likely produced by a speaker (or speakers) of Aramaic, the lingua franca
of the Persian empire and the returning exiles. Multiple English translations of the two books
exist. Nonetheless, in one way or another all previous translations suffer from two main
drawbacks: First, their interpretation of the grammar - and on occasion also the vocabulary - of
Biblical Hebrew is sometimes questionable. And second, the poetic quality of their English
leaves much to be desired, paling in comparison with the stark beauty of the Hebrew
original.This book attempts to do justice to both the contents and form of these two
magnificent, deliciously subversive poetic works"--

Handbook on the Wisdom Books and Psalms
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Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Songs
Study and summary of the Bible books of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs

The Strangest Books in the Bible
"I've been a philosopher for all my adult life and the three most profound books of philosophy
that I have ever read are Ecclesiastes, Job, and Song of Songs." These are the opening lines
of Kreeft's Three Philosophies of Life. He reflects that there are ultimately only three
philosophies of life and each one is represented by one of these books of the Bible-life is
vanity; life is suffering; life is love. In these three books Kreeft shows how we have Dante's
great epic The Divine Comedy played out, from Hell to Purgatory to Heaven. But it is an epic
played out in our hearts and lives, here and now. Just as there is movement in Dante's epic, so
there is movement in these books, from Ecclesiates to Job, from Job to Song of Songs. Love is
the final answer to Ecclesiastes' quest, the alternative to vanity, and the true meaning of life.
Finally, Kreeft sees in these books the epitome of theological virtues of faith, hope and love
and "an essential summary of the spiritual history of the world."

Job, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs
Beyond Words n (1.) Terms or names that point to the realm of mystery and depth that lies
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beyond our ordinary experience. (2.) The reality that is beyond even the power of beyond
words to convey, and that can be known only by experiencing it for yourself. "A word a day to
keep the demons at bay." This is how Frederick Buechner likes to describe this witty and
incisive dictionary. A daily devotional from one of today's greatest spiritual writers, Beyond
Words offers 366 entries from Buechner's three alphabet books, Wishful Thinking, Peculiar
Treasures, and Whistling in the Dark, including a new Introduction and nineteen new entries.
Providing definitions of both sacred and ordinary words, as well as biblical characters,
Buechner unabashedly brings his fresh perspective to words, concepts, and characters we
thought we understood. This is a great introduction to Buechner's work as well as a library
staple for those already well versed in his writing. It is Buechner at his best. Whether readers
find themselves tearful from a deeply moving insight or laughing out loud at an unexpected turn
of phrase, they will always feel uplifted, illuminated, and enchanted by the wisdom of Frederick
Buechner.

Song of Songs and Ecclesiastes
Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs
This commentary views the Song of Songs as a collection of love poems that pays tribute to
mutual love, and it carefully examines features of Hebrew poetry in order to uncover the
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delicacy of their expression. It is unique in the attention that it gives to the obvious feminine
perspective of the poems and to their ecosensitive character. Whether it is the woman in awe
of the strength and splendor of her lover or the man praising her physical charms, the
descriptions all call on elements from the natural world to characterize the feature being
described.

The Way of Salvation in the Lutheran Church
Some people are smart, but are they wise?Wisdom comes through experience, not diplomas
and degrees. While school gives you experience with information, hands-on or life-lived,
information is good only for the brain. Wisdom is what you learn from life, then apply it so you
can live right.King Solomon asked for wisdom when God inquired, "What would you like me to
give you?" Our minds would cascade through a number of great things like long life, more
power and, yes, more money.Solomon instead asked for wisdom and got it. Plus, God threw in
all those other things we wanted first, saying if you have wisdom, you'll live longer, be more
prosperous and have more influence.Proverbs is 31 chapters of short, pithy sayings that say a
lot with very little so you can live wisely.Ecclesiastes is an essay on life, spoken through an
older, wiser Solomon who learned from his mistakes and doesn't want you to repeat
them.Song of Songs is a romantic play of a husband and wife in love, expressing the wisdom
of true marital bliss.We can all learn something from these three books and live a wiser, more
productive life.PRAYING THROUGH THE BIBLE SERIESWhat is God's word? Simply put, it is
the word of God spoken to people long ago who transcribed that information into writing. That
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writing was meticulously passed down for thousands of years to speak to us today.How did
God speak to people in Bible times? -Audibly - God spoke directly to people who heard Him
with their ears or in their heart.-Through situations - God spoke through the actions and events
of this world.-Through people - God spoke through leaders, kings and prophets who
proclaimed God's purpose.-Through prophecy - God spoke about future events, then those
events happened.-Scripture - God spoke through His written word when people read those
words later.-Prayer - God spoke through the prayers of people.PRAYING THROUGH THE
BIBLE SERIES recognizes the power of God speaking to mankind through His Scriptures.
God's word was not only meant to be read, but applied. We must apply ourselves to these
passages and adjust our lives to God's will.The prayers contained in this book paraphrase the
scriptures into a personal conversation with God. That way you can speak the words of God
back to Him and make them your own.Today, God uses many ways to speak to us. This book
incorporates those avenues of communication to ensure that God will speak to you during your
quiet time with Him.Each section asks the reader to do six things.1.Read the passage. Open
up the Bible and read His Word.2.Memorize the passage. A certain verse is given special
focus. Commit it to memory. Remember it all day.3.Understand the passage. Background
information (Time, Characters, Place, What's Happening) help you to understand the context of
the section you are reading.4.Read the prayer. Read the written prayers as if they were from
your heart. Don't recite them as words from a page, but a plea from your soul.5.Keep praying.
Prayer prompts are there to help you continue praying about other specific areas. Listen to the
Holy Spirit and see if there is more you need to pray.6.Journal your thoughts. In the space
provided, write down some thoughts that you feel God said to your during this time. Every so
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often I've included a "Prayer Thoughts" page to give you more room to journal your thoughts
and write down prayer requests as you go through the Bible.Get ready to spend some quality
time with God.Get ready for God to speak to you through His Word.

Three Philosophies of Life
This valuable resource introduces readers to the Old Testament books of wisdom and
poetry--Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs--and helps them better
understand each book's overall flow. Estes summarizes some of each book's key issues, offers
an exposition of the book that interacts with major commentaries and recent studies, and
concludes with an extensive bibliography. Now in paperback.

Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs
The Strangest Books in the Bible presents for the general reader and the Christian pulpit the
five biblical books: Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, and Esther. These
books are among the most neglected literature in the Bible for Christians. In the Hebrew Bible,
they are gathered in a minor canonical collection known as the Megilloth ("scrolls") because
each book figures liturgically in one of the annual Jewish festivals. Readers will find
background information (date, occasion, theological message, etc.) necessary to preparing
sermons based on each book. Brief sermon "starters" follow, suggesting approaches for
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preaching on each book as a whole, as well as individual passages within the book, including
passages found in the Revised Common Lectionary, used by more than twenty denominations.
The complete text of a sample sermon from the book rounds out the discussion. Chapters
close with a brief annotated bibliography of additional resources the minister may wish to
consult while preparing a sermon for that book. A general introduction to the Megilloth stands
at the beginning of the monograph. The Strangest Books in the Bible is designed particularly
for ordained and lay ministers, priests, seminarians, and others who preach in churches and
religious gatherings, as well as for faculty who teach in seminary or in Christian educational
programs. It is also especially informative for the general reader who is interested in this
strange, biblical literature. The Strangest Books in the Bible assist those who desire to explore
in homiletic mode this neglected side of biblical faith. Pastors, priests, seminarians, and lay
ministers will find in The Strangest Books in the Bible a surefooted, contemporary guide to
preaching the neglected books of the Megilloth: Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations,
Ecclesiastes, and Esther. No other guide to preaching the Megilloth is currently available.
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